STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Reason for this Transmittal
] State Law Change
]
1

N B 28, 1994
ovember Federal Law Change

Court Order or Settlement
Agreement
ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE 1742794 [x] Clarification Requested by

One or More Counties
TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS [X] Initiated by CDSS

[y pasay gy

SUBJECT: CLARIFICATION TO THE REGULATION CHANGES ON

SIMPLIFICATION OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD DEFINITION
(RDB#0594-17)

REFERENCE: ALL COUNTY LETTER 94-66 DATED AUGUST 12, 1994

This notice provides County Welfare Departments (CWDs) with
additional guidelines regarding the implementation of Food Stamp
regulation changes contained in the above referenced regulation
package. Also included is the general notice (TEMP 2078) to
notify recipients and applicants, including denied individuals,
of the change in regulations and the availability of current
benefits. A reproducible copy of the TEMP 2078 Multilingual
(English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Chinese and Lao) notice
is attached. CWDs that do not mail a copy of these notices to
all households shall utilize the news media or post this
information in certification offices, issuance locations or other
sites frequented by certified households.

Changes in Separate Household Definition

As indicated in All County Letter (ACL) 94-66 dated
August 12, 1994, the Mickey Leland Childhood Hunger Relief Act
(P.L. 103-66) changed the concept and definition of the Food
Stamp household effective September 1, 1994. The new provisions
now allow separate household status for the following:

Children who purchase and prepare food separately from

their natural, adopted, or stepparent living in the same house
when the child ie:

(1) 22 years old or older or;
(2) 21 years old or younger and
(a) married and living with a spouse or
(b) is a parent of a minor child (this includes an

individual exercising parental control over any
child under 18 years of age).
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Siblings who live together will now qualify as separate
households as long as they purchase food and prepare meals
separately.

The requlation that allowed separate household status for
an individual under the age of 22 living with elderly/disabled
parents or siblings has been repealed.

The amended or adopted provisions shall be implemented for
all food stamp applicant households effective September 1, 1994.
Restored benefits shall be provided, if appropriate, back to the
required implementation date or the date of the household's
initial application whichever is later.

For continuing cases these provisions shall be implemented
upon request by the household, at recertification, when the case
is next reviewed, or when the CWD becomes aware that a review is
needed, whichever occurs first. Restoration of benefits does not
apply to continuing cases.

The following is a narrative summary for merging/splitting

households. We have also attached a chart which summarizes the
reguirements for splitting/merging households.

Treatment of Merging/Splitting Households

Situation #1:

If certain members of the household are eligible to
separate household status, the CWD must first determine which of
the two households should be considered the continuing household
and which should be processed as a new case. The household
processed as a new case must submit a new application. The
income and deductions of the new household would be prospectively
budgeted for the first two months of the household's
certification period as specified in Manual Section (M.S.)
63-102 (b)(1), 63-102 (i} {(4)(c) and 63~503.22. The income and
deductions of the household determined to be continuing must be
retrospectively budgeted.

Situation #2:

When two households merge into one, the continuing
household must first be determined based on the circumstances of
the change as reported by the households or as determined by the
CWD. The income and deductions of the household determined to be
continuing would continue to be retrospectively budgeted. The
member(s) of the household which is not continuing would be added
as new member(s) to the continuing household in accordance with
M.8. 63-504.353. The income and specific deductions of the new
members would be prospectively budgeted in combination with the
household's retrospectively budgeted income and deductions in
accordance with M.S. 63-504.353(b}. A notice of change must be
provided to the members of the affected households as specified
in M.S5. 63-504.26.




Situation #3:

A member leaves continuing household A (retrospective
budgeting) and moves in with continuing household B
(retrospective budgeting) and there is no break in participation.
In this situation, M.S. 63~504.356 provides that the income and
deductions of a member leaving the household shall be disregarded
when computing the household's budget for the month following the
month in which the change was reported. Additionally, M.S. 63-
504.353(a) provides that the CWD shall prospectively budget the
new member's income and specific deductions for the first two
months the member is added to the household. Therefore, the
first household would retain all its income and deductions,
including the entire shelter deduction for the budget month
corresponding to the issuance month in which the change is
effected, with the exception of the income and deductions
specifically belonging to the leaving member({s). The income and
specific deductions of the members moving between households
would, when the new members are added to household B, be
prospectively budgeted for two months in combination with the
second household's retrospectively budgeted income and deductions
in accordance with M.S. 63~504,.353, .353(a) and 63-504.356. All
of the shelter costs of household B would continue to be
retrogpectively budgeted.

If you have any questions, please contact the Food Stamp
Program Bureau, Policy Implementation Unit at (916) 654 96.

LA

MICHAEL C. GENEST
Deputy Director
Welfare Programs Division

Attachments




SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS FOR MERGING/SPLITTING HOUSEHOLDS

Nexwr

Type of Application Retrospective Prospective Notice of
Change Required Budgeting Budgeting Change Required
1. Member(s) splits Yes Household A Household B If action in
from ongoing case Bousehold B household A results
household A and in a reduction or
becames new termination.
household B.
2. Two continuing No Conti New members If action in either
households merge household household results
into one. in a reduction or

' termination.
3. Member splits No Household A New member If action in either
Erom continuing Household B household A or B

household A and
joins continuing
household B.

results in a
reduction, increase
or termination.




STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SEAVICES

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

Effective September 1, 1994, Food Stamp rules changed for famifies that have parents and children living togsther. The old rules said that
parents and children living together must be in one Food Stamp case, excep! in some situations. The new rules say that there are more
situations where children, especially adult chifdren, and parents can have separate Food Stamp cases.

Children and parents can now have separate Food Starﬁp cases whan:
» The child is 22 years old or clder and buys and fixes meals separately from his/her parents in the home,

» The child is 21 years old or younger, buys and fixes meals separately and is
s (a) married and living with his or her spouss, or

+ {b) isaparent of a child 18 or younger. (This can be someone who acts as the parent of a child even if
that child is not their own child.)

i your family meets these conditions, you may ask the welfare depariment to review your case. The worker will determine whether your family
may get more or Jess food stamps. Contact the weliare department it you have any questions, if you wish to apply for your own separate food
stamp case, of if you are not getting food stamps now, but you think you might be eligible. -

AVISO IMPORTANTE A TODAS LAS PERSONAS QUE RECIBEN ESTAMPILLAS PARA COMIDA

A partir del 12 de septiembre de 1994, cambiaran las reglas referentes a las estampillas para comida con respecto a las familias que tienen
padras y nifios/hijos que viven bajo el mismo techo. Las reglas anteriores establecen que los padres y nifios/hijos que viven bajo el mismo
techo tienen que estar en un caso para fines del Programa de Estampillas para Comida, excepto en algunas situaciones. Las reglas nuevas
indican que hay mas situaciones en las cuales los hijos, especialments los hijos adultos y Jos padres pueden tener casos separados de
estampillas para comida.

Anhora pueden tener los padres y los nifios/hijos cases separados para fines de las estampillas para comida cuando:

+  El hijo{a) tiens 22 afios de edad o més, y compra y prepara sus comidas por separado en el hogar.
»  El hijo(a) tiene 21 afios de edad o menos, y compra y prepara sus comidas por separado y
» (&) estd casado(a)y vive con su esposa(o), 0

+ (b)) es el padre/madre de un nifio de 18 afios o menos. (Esta persona puede ser la que actde como
padre/madre del nifio{a) aunque ese nifio no sea su propio hijo.)

Si su familia cumple con estas condiciones, usted puede pedirle al departamento de bienestar que revise su caso. E! trabajador(a)
determinara si su familia pueds recibir mas o menos estampillas para comida. Comuniquese con el departamento de bienestar si tiene
preguntas, si desaa solicitar sus estampillas en un caso separado, 0 si no esta recibiendo estampilias para comida pere cres que redns los

requisitos.,

THONG BAO QUAN TRONG GHO NHUNG NGUDI NHAN TRO CAP PHIEU THUG PHAM

C6 méu hue ké tif ngay 1thang 9 nam 1994, luat 16 v8 trd c8p PhiBu Thuc Pham “Foad Stamp” da thay @81 d61 v nhitng gia dinh nao ma
cha me va céc con em séng chung vat nhau. Luét I8 cl quy dinh ring nhitng ngudi cha me va con am nao séng chung vdt nhau thi phas
nhép chung trong mét hd sd Food Stamp, ngoa trif mét s6 trudng hop ngoat 18. Luat 18 md1 quy dinh ring c6 nhidu tinh trang trong do con
em, d&c biét 1a cac con em da thanh nién, va cha me 6 thé tach ra thanh nhifng h% sd Food Stamp riéng re.

Hisn nay con em va cha me ¢6 thé tach ra thanh nhifng hd sd Food Stamp riéng kh:
»  Ngudi con duge 22 tudl hay 18n hdn, mua thuc phdm va néu &n nidng voi cha me ctng & trong nha.
»  Ngudt con dé dudc 21 tud! hay nhd hon, mua thuc pham va ndu &n riéng va hién
+ (a) dalap gia dinh va sdng chung vdi ngud: phdl ngéu, hodc
* (b} lacha/me clamdt dia trd 18 bl hay nho hon. (Didu nay cd thé ap dung cho médt ngua nao 4o hanh
dbng vdi tu cach la ngudi cha/me clia mot difa tré di dlfa tré 46 khéng phai la con clia chinh ho.)

Néu gia dinh cda quy vi thich Ung voi nhitng digu kign nay, quy vi ¢6 thé xin Ty Xa Ho1 duy@t xét lal trudng hdp clia quy vi. Ngud! “worker”
sé quyét dinh xem gia dinh clia quy vi c6 thé dude hudng thém food stamp hay khéng. Xin hay ién lac vdi Ty Xa H6! ndu quy vi b bét et
digu gi théc méc, hotic néu quy vi mudn xin 18p hd sc food stamp ridng cho minh, hosic ndu quy vi hién khéng c6 nhén food stamp nhung quy vl
nghi reing minh c& thé hé1 dd didu kidn 48 hudng trd cap nay,

TEMP 2078 (9/64) - HOUSEHOLD COMPUTATION CHANGE - Mullitingual
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